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OWEN & MOOEE,
THE SXIUY OF EXG1ISH.

An Essay Bead by Prof. S. J. Kauffh
man, of the Southwestern Pres-

byterian University, before
the State Teachers' Insti-

tute of Tennessee on
Friday, Aug:. 23, 1877.

Walter McComt & Co,

Would call attention to. their

should have been pleased to enter
an urgent plea in behalf of English
Reading in ourfschools. I regard It
as scarcely Inferior In importance to
any topic I have advocated. Of all
that I have endeavored to set before
you, this is aboutthesum : The

BISHOP WABVIt.

His Bsturu rrom a Tour Around
the World.

St. Louli Republican.
Bishop E. W. Marvin, of the

M. E. Church South, who has'Wn
making the tour of the world, ar-
rived in the city yesterday bvtho

And now for one who would drink
yet deeper from this fountain we
would recommend the historical
study of our tongue. English; as is
well known, is a composite language.
Its basis is of German origin, as the
very name Anglo-Saxo- n implies.
At the time of the conquest by Wil-
liam the Norman (10GG) the Nor

DEALERS Iltf

Whitney, of Yale, in a grammar re-

cently Issued from the press, has had
the temerity to declare that the
principal use of an English gram-
mar is not to give us a knowledge
of our language ; and that his is the
correct view can, I think, be shown
by several considerations. In the
first place, is grammar antecedent
to language? You wTould judge
from its pretensions that it must be ;

but, so far is this from being true, it
assumes the existence and structure
of language, and as a dictionary de-
fines the meaning of words as formed
and used in the language, so it is the
office of English grammar to state
and exemplify the laws of construc

of
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From time immemorial it has been
the reproach of English-speakin- g

people that they neglect the study
of the mother tongue. Until within
a very few years, and that ' only in
certain quarters, there has been a
growing tendency either to push en
tirely out or at least to restrict within
very narrow limits this most impor
tant branch. It is a remarkable fact
that as recently as the year 18G7 there
was but a single school in all Eng-
land in which the English language
was studied systematically as a co-

ordinate branch. Much the same
has been its history with us. How
few institutions can be found in the
land, whether of high or low grade,
in which English is taught with a
thoroughness at all commensurate
with its importance. "Whilst the
Greeks, more than two thousand
years ago, educated their youth by
the single study of their own lan-

guage and literature, and Germany
to-da- y requires the study of the Ger-
man to be pursued as a regular branch
for eight or nine years, throughout
the entire course in her gymnasiums,
we are content to see our own ver-
nacular crowded out by almost every
competitor that chooses to enter the
lists.

In this day of active scientific re
search, when the line of separation
between theseveral scientific branch
es is more and more sharply denned,
and the origination of new claim-
ants to the name of sciences is the
result, it is easy to see why the cul-

tivation of our own tongue is neg
lected. It is lost out of sight in the
race, in the midst of this eager ri-

valry among theologies, it behooves
us to ponder the possible sacrifice
we are making. And in the begin-
ning of this discussion we desire it
to be understood that nothing which
shall be said is meant to militate
aginst or undervalue the impor-
tance of any or every department
of knowledge. Each is useful in its
place. The question is a compara
tive one. In the multiplication of
branches of study, and consequent
division of time, the question is what
should we retain and what must we
exclude from the curriculum.

And now, first, what reasons are
found why we should cultivate the
mother tongue (quoting from an
other). At this moment the English
language contains all the treasures
of the past. There is no collection
of wise observations, of maxims, of
principles, of experiences, of memo-
ries, of brief and philosophic histo-
ries that has ever appeared in any
language that is not open to the
English reader. AVe can show in
every, or nearly every department,
men who have made our English
say what no other tongue has ex-

ceeded. Another and a potent rea-

son is that only those that are mas
ters of the language are qualified to
transmit to posterity the rapidly ac
cumulating treasures of knowledge
of our own day. Which are the men
whose names are destined not to
die ? Are they not those whose elo-

quence and power is derived from
acquaintance with the thoughts and
language of the masters that have
gone before them, ancient or mod
ern r Are tney not tnose wno oy
long and diligent and accurate study
and practise have possessed them-
selves of the wealth of their own
tongue, and are wielding this mighty
agency to nana aown, witn linie
diminution of their original fire, the
glowing thoughts that passed
through their own minds ? The
case even of the silent actors on the
stage of history, the makers indeed
of hist6ry, is not exceptional. None
need or desire more than they,
worthy recorders of their illustrious
achievements. Alexander the Great,
standing by the tomb of Achillea,
exclaimed: "O, fortunate young
man in having found Homer the
herald of thy valor."

A further reason for familiar ac
quaintance with our tongue is that,
being the instrument for the com-

munication of our thoughts and feel-

ings one to another, much of the
pleasure and profit of social inter--
course depends upon it. How rarely
do you meet a man or woman
adorned with this graceful accom-
plishment ; and how admirable is it
when met with. It is true in a lite-
rary as well as moral aspects that fl.

word fitly spoken is like apples of
gold in pictures of silver. As every
learned man is a factor in the com-

position of his language, either from
offering some new word or words to
the suffrages of the community, or
In at leat having ft will iu tlie ratf.
flcation or rejection of such words,
so should every man regard himsejf
as a conservator and perpetuator of
the purity and dignity of his mother
tongue. Yet more might be said in
this behalf on flll ft ml patriotic
grounds. Having then, we hope,
demonstrated to your satisfaction
the imjKrtance of a knowledge of
our own language the next point
find the one environed with great
practical Uifflpultifs js hoy best to
acquire this language, I am satis
fled that I find in the breast of every
teacher a response to the assertion
that in the whole range of branches
to le taught and learned, we expe-

rience the greatest perplexity in re-

gard to English. The scholars, you
may say, of the entire country, while
professing one after another in rapid
succession to haye found the true
light on this burijetit, spem yet to htt
groping in the dark. The result js
that within the last quarter of a cen-

tury the land has been flooded with
numberless nameless English gram
mars which, while they may differ
somewhat from each other in classi-

fication or other respects, have not
solved the problem of teaching
English, but seemingly have only
added to the confusion of teachers.
The stereotyped, claim set up in ev-

ery one for seventy years, from Mur-

ray down, that English grammar
teaches the art of speaking and
writing the language correctly no
man has dared to deny or oppose

until very recently, Frof, W, J).

study of our own vernacular has
claims upon us that no other branch
can have. The principal modes of
its acquisition are careful reading,
careful writing, and memorizing.
In conclusion, then, I confidently
appeal to every man, who would
not prove recreant to the filial and
patriotic obligatious under which
he lies to his mother tongue, to fus
ter and encourage its study and to
see to it, that whatever may be ex
eluded from the curriculum, it shall
not be the English Language.

ELECTORAL. COI'STM.

Jefferson's Proposed method
Settling Disputed Electoral

Votes.
Miss Sarah Nicholas Randolph, a

great-grand-daugh- of Thomas
Jefferson, living in Virginia, sends
to the New York World, Mr. Jef-
ferson's memorandum of practical
suggestions towards a bill to regu
late disputed counts of the electo
ral vote. In the letter inclosing
the document, Miss Randolph says:

"It is, as you will see, unsigned.
and undated, but the handwriting
is too unmistakably Mr. Jefferson's
for its authenticity to be for an in
stant doubted. The original was
discovered lat April among some
papers of Gov. Wilson Cary Nich
olas, of Virginia, who was Mr. Jef
ferson's intimate friend, and Ins
mouthpiece in Congress. Its inter
est would have been doubled had it
come to light two months sooner,
when it might have sounded, amid
the din of angry faction, as a voice
from the dead. It is a little strange
that, while the nation was con-
vulsed and its leading men eoufoun- -
ded by the danger which threat-
ened, there should have lieen slum
bering in the archives of a private
familv a naner whose ivonhetic
words and wisecounsels should have
commanded theresiect,even though
not the consent, of tlie bitterest of
partisans."

The document It-sel- is as follows :

Whereas, on an election of Presi
dent or Vice President of the Uni-
ted States questions may arise,
whether an Elector has Imhmi

a manner as the legi-
slature of his State may have di-

rected ? Whether the time at which
he was chosen, and the day on w Inch
he gave his vote, were those deter-
mined by Congress ? Whether he
were not at the time a Senator or
Representative of the United States
or held an office of trust or profit un-
der the United Suites? Whether
one, at least, of the ersons he has
voted for is an inhabitant of a State
other than his own ? Whether the
Electors voted by ballot, and have
signed, certified, and transmitted to
the President of the Senate a list of
all the jiersons voted for, and of the
number of votes for each ? Wheth-
er the persons voted for tire natural-bor- n

citizens, or were citizens of the
United States at the time of the
adoption of the Constitution, were
35 years old, and had been, fourteen
years resident within the United
States?

And the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States having directed that "the
President of the Senate shall, in the
presence of the Senate and I louse of
llepresentatives, ojen all the certifi-
cates, and that the votes shall then
be counted;" from which is most
reasonably inferred that they are to
be counted by the members compo-
sing the said houses and brought
there for that office, no other ix-in-

assigned them.and inferred the more
reasonably, as thereby the constitu-
tional weight of each State in the
election of those high offices is ex-

actly preserved in the tribunal
which is to judge of its validity, the
number of Senators and Represent-
atives from each State compiling
the said tribunal leing exactly that
of the Electors of the same State.

Be it further enacted, etc. (Here
insert the former clauso.)

Provides that the certificate of the
Executive of any State shall be con-
clusive evidence that the requisite
numlier of votes has lieen given for
each Elector named by him as such.
(Here add nil other limitations on
the preceding questions which may
be thought proi.tr, stating what the
two houses shall not decide.)

And be it further enacted, that
whensoever the vote of one or more
of the Electors of any State shall for
any cause whatever he adjudged in-

valid, it shall le lawful for the Sen-atorsa-

Representatives of the said
State, either in the presence of the
two houses, or separately and with-
drawn from them, todecide by their
own votes to which of the erxons
voted for by any of the Electors of
their State (or to what jiersoii) the
valid vote or votes shall lie given ;
for which purtxse they shall be al-

lowed the term of one hour and no
longer, during which no other cer-

tificate shall bo ojiened or proceeded
on.

Stuart Kobiiisoii.

The Edinburgh corresiwindont of
the New York Herald Js giving
sketches of the more notable til vines
who attended the late Iresbyterian
Council In that city. We give this
sketch of Stuart Robinson, of Iuis-vill-e:

Now and then we meet a form and
countenance which suggest a new
habitat. Such a one for example Is
Dr. Stuart Robinson, of Ixaiisvllle,
Ky., restless, eager, vivid In ppcech
and manner, and apparently as well
acquainted with everylnnly present
as if he had lived next door to them
all his life. He Ls the perfect tyo
of the Western Democrat, and every
srieeeh he makes seems to suggest
fronting a miscellaneous crowo.

Yet, Hpular orator as he Is, and
his blonde face ami light eyes re-
plete M'ith bonhomie, there Is no
greater stickler for the strict theol-
ogy of his church and no better au-
thority on Its polity. He "broth-
ers" people of other denominations,
but It Is for a fraternal fight of five
tioints. "The Methodist," says he.
"cannot see the eternal comfort oi
election and reprobation, Well,
it Is like looking up at the Natural
Bridge, Somebody say, 'Do you
seethe eagle on It?' 'No, says a
gaaer, 'l don't see It.' But it Is
there, nevertheless, though that
brother don't see It. However, he
sees the bridge." And Dr. Stuart
Robiuson elicits a round of applause
for the Methodist brother iKfause
at any rate he sees the bridge.
These Hobcrsided Eurojieans hardly
know how to take his hearty hu-
morous sallies, and sometimes have
an uneasy feeling that he and some
other Americans want to stir them
up to something new."

The death of Hon. R. T. Daniel,
the nominee of the iX'tuoeratie eon-venti-

of Virginia for Attorney
General, w necesi tate some a1 ion
by the taRecommit tee. Gen. Fields,
of Cu!pejer, w ill probably lie ap-

pointed to till the unexpired term.
The candidates for the nomination
on the State ticket are Gen. Field,
Capt. Geo. D. Wise, and Major
John W. Daniel.

morning tram from New Yorlc,
where he arrived by steamer on Sat-
urday afternoon. The Bishop made
tho trip from England in seven
days, which was said to lie tho
quickest trip ever made across the
ocean. He is looking remarkably
well, and rejwrts that he fortunately
had an entire freedom from acci-
dents of travel during the whole
trip around the world, ami never
missed connection with vessel, car
or other conveyance, on ocean or
land.

He has been absent Just one year,
and it is a notable circumstance that
he left St. Louis just one year airo
yesterday, on August 21, l s7(. J lit
remained for some time on his way
out at San Francisco, holding con-
ference on the IMciflc const. He
started from San Francisco Novem-
ber 1, going directly via Japan to
the China missions of the church at
Shanghai, where he held a in infer-
ence with the missionaries and or-
dained native preachers.

fiuusoouentlv he made atourot
insiKtticin of missionary work for
practical ends through India fnd
Syria, Turkey and Eirvnt. thence
passing through Italy, Switzerland,
Germany, Holland, France and
across the canal to (treat Britain,
visiting England, and SNt-lan- d.

t Bristol, in England. Bishon
M arvln attended the British We.
leyan Conference. His presence
there was in an official caimcitv as
the representative of the Methodist
Church South, to that conftreiitNi
having lecn empowered by the Col- -
lego of Bishops, at their meeting In
Nashville, Tenu., in May last. He
was received cordially.

111s visit to mat conference, it w
expected, will result in tho ostnl- -
lisliment of fraternal intercourse lie--
tween these two Ixxlies of Metho- -
lism. His address befor the con

ference was replied to by Dr. lun-cheono- n

U hulf of the conference,
who at tho conclusion of the addrti
moved the a ppointment of a com-
mittee to consider the question of
sending a representative of th? Brit- -
sli Conlerence to the General Con

ference of theM. E. Church South,
at Its approaching session in May
next, at Atlanta, Ga.

The New York Times ay the
terms of the agreement lietwecn the
Western Union and the Atlantic
and Pacific committctu are as fel-
lows: Keene and Sage are to turn
over 71, (hhi shares of Atlantic and
Pacific stock at L'A to William II.
Vanderbilt, as trustee for the West-
ern Union Company. YunJcrbilt
Is to give them in return an equiva-
lent in the stock of the Western Uni-
on Coniiany at 72. The two com-
panies tire to continue to carry on
business, and nil outstanding 'con-
tracts are to hcfulfillcd,hutthe earn-
ings of lioth are to Ik pool ml, and
tho Atlantic and Pacific is to receive
one-eigh- th of the gross amount, the
Western Union retaining the

seven-eight- s. The country
is to lo redisfrictiNl. Superfluous
telegraph oIIIin-- are to bo consoli-
dated, and rates are to be raistNl to
the old standard. The form of the
contract enteral Into Is b.iM n i on
the pooling contract tmtNl by the Di-m- 't

and Anglo-America- n CableNHii-mnie- s.

The hitch was In regard to
the ereciitago which tho Atlantic
and Pacific should receive. It win
settled on the basis of H iereeiit.

PI with a llanan Head.
HycrNbiirti Oau-tle- .

They hal strange doings uo ut
Friendship the other day. Mr Ad
tuns, the blacksmith at that place,
has a sow w hich on the 7th Inst,
d replied a litter of pigs, one of which
has a iorfect human face and head,
the rest of its formation being thai
t if any other pig. It has red hair
on its hciwl ; its mouth, tiN'lli, ami
eyes are strangely human, wliileone
car is that of a hog the other Is that
of a little child. Thin new and
strange production is the wonder of
the neighborhood. Dr Dullie, the
druggist at Friendship, ha preserv-
ed It in alcohol and hundreds arc
flocking to see it daily. We got our
information front Otpt. Tom Joins
and Mr Joh'i Mrl'ee, Isith of whom
we have known for years to he truth-
ful and honorable gentlemen, lloth
of them have snii the pig and we
are satisfied that the fiiets are its stu-U- nI

uIkjvo.

TiiEcondition oftheworklng men
of Paducali is, as farns we can learn,
though not very prosfierous, ns com-
fortable as can Is? exjiected these
hard times. Our mills and manu-
factories generally are making full
time with living wages. The en-te- n

to cordinale Is highly satisfactory
between employer niid employe,
friendship and good understanding
tin rule, almost without mi excep-
tion. Capital and labor, like a
healthy murriiNl couple, are working
together ami doing the iiet they
can under the circumstances in hoi,
of r times to eome. The child-
ren of our honest working men aro
progressively cnjoylngthe bli-ssin-

of Kentucky laws; liodfsty,industry.
Intelligence and virtue forming the
standard of resjieetahility in our
midst. The financial condition of
our man fact urif ls good coutidenco
in our future Is Improving, and if
we will all only work together uur
cit v will soon lie the iimst prosfierous,
aslt Is one ofthemt bitutiful, in
theSouth r West. Jiulimth Aif,

Uamiton in a Tnvixtj Horn.
Gov. Hampton's son Prcxton was
the younger of two brothers. ll
was not twenty ywirs of uge when
he fell during a wvn-i-n r)Meetiiciit
that occurredln October, 1st; I, a boot
2-- mile northwest of Petersburg.
Vft., where his father's command
was covering the right wing of Gen.
Iee's Army. At the time, Uith of
Gen. I lampton's sons were acting as
his aids, and when young Prrxton
fell, the father gallojKNl wklcssly
to the sjiot, followed by his adjutanf- -

fencral, Major Raker, and Wade
Jr. I loth of the lust

nanus! were severly wouiidtsl while
Gen, Humi'ton was lifting the dead
body of his Isiy from the ground.
Judge Watford of Kansas City sayi
he witnesstNl the scene, and saw
General Hnmptoii carrying tho
dead Isnly of his son tin the hor
liefore him.

IX the law providing for testing
the jettv system at the mouth of the
Mississippi, it was directed that
when I Jtds should secure a sufficient
depth of water for the passage of
heavy-draug- ht vessels, the use of
the Government ilnslges, which
have ixs'ii cmploytNl hi kecpiiti?
oiien another channel, should U
discontinued, it having liccn as-

certained thatEitlus Itecnsuccess-fi.v- l,

the Government has ordered tho
discontinuance of the dredge-bo- at

service.

The new city Isindsof Mooqdiis,
Tcnn., which nV Lssticd In exchange
for the old, will relieve the city of
much debt. Creditors are cxjiectol
to give two for one.

It is said there are :j,mmj prisoner
in the Texas penitentiary.

mans, themselves of German extrac
tion, had almost entirely relin
quished their barbarious jargon and
adopted the tongue of the conquertxl,
the Romanic, of Latin descent, as
the name again proves. As Greece,
though conquered by the arms of
Rome, conquered her in turn by the
superiority of cultivation and art, so
did the study of Anglo-Saxo- n hold
its own agaiast the Norman French,
which sought to displace it, but sue
ceeded only in being partially en
grafted on it. To this day the sta
pie of our language, among the ua
learned especially, but to a great
degree among the cultivated is of
Saxon origin. From this it must be
evident that, apart from the discip-
linary value of the study of these
tongues, they help us directly to a
knowledge of the English. By this
means wre can trace words back to
their origin in many cases, ascer-
taining what was their primitive
form and signification and follow
them up through their various trans-
mutations and vicissitudes (for these
are ever taking place in every living
tongue.) In this way we will be
better enabled to enter into the sanct-
uary, as it were, of the author's
mind, and know with precision and
certainty the very shade of meaning
he would convey by the use of any
given word according to its signifi-
cation at that period of its history.
Just as the ship which has touched
at many ports comes laden
with the products of many climes,
so the words so traced and studied
come down to us freighted with the
wealth of the past. I quote again
from Professor Whitney. He says :

"To construct them by his- -
tavSaqI irTiikijonj iiir V r aM --vtf

Y'1 vv.VV.V V j V I'll L11U ClIU vn
all the historical evidences within
his reach, the history of the devel-
opment of language, back to its very
beginning, is the main task of the
linguistic student. Further, it is
hardly necessary to point out that
the history of language reposes in
that of words. Language is made
up of signs for thought, which,
though in one sense parts of a whole,
are, in another and more essential
sense, isolated and independent en-
tities. Each is produced for its own
purpose, each isexrosed to the chan-
ges and vicissitudes of linguistic
life, is modified, or
dropped, according to its own uses
and capacities. Hence, etymology,
the historical study of individual
words is the foundation and substruc-
ture of all investigation of language.
Words are the single witnesses from
whom etymologv draws out the tes-
timony, which tliey have to give re-
specting themselves and their hls-torv- .v

Hitherto we have been discussing
the modes of acquiring our mother
tongue for the purposes of our own
profit and enjoyment or for the ex-

change of the our own hardly won
treasures one with another in spok-
en language, and although, in this
pursuit, we shall have gained much
towards enabling us to communicate
our knowledge to others in written
form, yet special labor and practice
will be necessary to attain even a
tolerable degree of proficiency in
this. So different indeed are these,
that many men whoare regarded as
fluent and able speakers, fail often
ignominiously when they undertake
to communicate their thoughts in
writing. The converse of this Js

also true which seems to, prove
waiving special native aptitude for
one rather than the other that suc-

cess in either depends mainly upon
effort in that direction. In rare in-

stances, both may be found united
in the same individual. To be prac-
tical, when shall we begin, and how,
to teach boys to write English cor-

rectly ? In general terms, begin ear-

ly, and fts said before, require them
to write it constantly. And this
brings up the subject of English
Composition, almost as great a bug-
bear as English Grammar itself. Im-
itation of the best models and styles
is to be the main reliance. Let the
substance lie memorised and then
written out in the pupils own style
and language, then compared and
corrected. For at this stage it is
useless to talk of original composi-
tion unless you mean merely that
tlie pupil, having had subject mat-
ter furnished him, be required to
write it out $n his own language.
Any other originality is preposter-
ous. There are indeed but few orig-
inal men in the world. In learning
to admire the clearness of statement
and force of expression, by which
our great authors have revealed
their thoughts to men, we aro fol-

lowing the best and most direct
method toward making that clear-
ness and that force our own.

Revert again to the education of
youth among the Greeks. It was al-

most exclusively that just indicated.
nd PYWy scholar knows that the

fruition of that instruction was the
production of masterpieces, histori-
cal and dramatic, which have nev-
er since that day been surpassed if
equalled.

I recur again tu the great improve-
ment in Composition derived from
translating in writing a foreign
tongue, which consideration tends
still farther to the claim
of foreign languages to be learned.
For beginners, a course of simple
dictation exercises is very profita-

ble, provided they be of an easy swd
natural style, and, not ohosea fur the
purjiose or' in irodueing strange words
hard to spell or define.

I anticipate no little opposition to
the view advanced several times in
this paper that our youth should
memorize more; I verily believe
that we have oscillated too far from
the old system of the former gene-

ration and have too much sulistitu-te- d

analytic methods for the syn-

thetic, and, as I believe, the conse-

quence in many case has lxx?n, that
our scholars (classical particularly)
lack the breadth secured under the
old masters. We pass to analysts
before we haye Iad, a sufficient fou.n
datioH in fccis,

Were not this jiajer already
drawn out to an inordinate length, I
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tion, to call attention to the idioms,
etc., but only to handle materials
already furnished and indeed organ-
ized. It creates nothing. It. acts
the part of an inquiring spectator,
contemplating the curious combina-
tions and varied operations of a
piece of machinery in motion ; and
how long, suppose you, would it
take a youth to learn to manipulate
and operate skillfully a complicated
machine by picking it to pieces once
a day ? Perhaps in 9G9 years, if a
kind Providence should spare him
so long for this special exigency.
No, to learn the use of it he must
use, not analyze it. But perhaps it
will set this point in a still clearer
light to review briefly the process of
the acquisition of language from
childhood up. With children it is
wholly by imitation. They say and
say only what they hear others
around them saying, and it is as easy
for them to learn o speak correctly
as incorrectly if those from whom
they derive their speech use it so.
If the circumstances are favorable,
they go on by gradual accretion to
enlarge a correct vocabulary, ever
accepting, and that without reflec
tion, the words with the significa-
tions that are furnished by those
with whom they associate. In cul-

tivated families it will accordingly
be found that the child has laid the
sure and imperishable foundation of
a correct use of his own language
before an English grammar has even
been thought of. If, on the other
hand, he is reared by illiterate pa-
rents, the habits of language which
he has inherited from them will
cling to him to the end of life, unless
indeed they should be gradually
eradicated by a thorough education
subsequently, which w ill enforce a
thoughtful use of language, and this
he will acquire by mingling with
educated people and by reading cor-
rect authors rather than by the study
of grammar.

And at this point I desire to call
attentiou to the invaluable aid in
the acquisition of our language af-

forded by the study of a foreign and
especially a dead language, lleflect
but a moment upon the painstaking
labor necessary to expend upon the
translation of an author from any of
these tongues, the vigorous exercise
of mind requisite to grasp his mean-
ing, then the nice discrimination
and weighing of words to render it
accurately into our own idiom.
Goethe has said that he who knows
nothing of a foreign language knows
not his own. This idea may be ex-

panded a moment. As shown above
the acquisition pf a foreign tongue
necessarily involves a careful use of
our own, and secondly, in a histori-
cal sense, every language of Europe
and in part of Asia is more or less
closely connected with every other,
so that in learning any one we are
learning our own so far by deriva-
tion or kinship. Instance Latin,
German and English.

But to postpone for a moment our
remarks on the historical study (as
it is called) of our language, the best
of all methods and one absolutely
indispeasable is the constant and
diligent study of our English classics
prose and poetry ; and as the
thoughts of these great authors are
ofmore worth than thegarb in which
they are attired, and their subject
matter than the language which is
but its vehicle, our first object should
be to comprehend their meaning, to
appreciate the great truths which
they enunciate, to endeavor to rise
to the height of their great argu-
ments, to have our own souls imbued
with the noble sentiments they ut-

ter. And along with this mental
effort we cannot but be impressed
at the same time with the clear, con-

cise, elegant or sublime style which
they employ according to the char-
acter of their several subjects. And
we arc not to stop with merely read-
ing, however aaslduously, these
authors. Many choice passages
should be memorized and if possible
recited, whether to oneself or, better,
to others ; for in poetry particularly
the ear is a more critical and appre-
ciative judge than the eye. Another
practice, only Jess useful than mem-
orizing, Is to transcribe these pass-
ages. The deliberation necessary to
writing tends to fix the meaning of
an author more firmly in the mem-
ory.

The course which I have just In-

dicated is within the reach of almost
any youth of ordinary mind and
moderate industry. In so wide and
inviting a field I would not be too
precise in prescribing a course.
Vitli Judicious adviaera each one

might contiult Ids own preferences.
Choose half a dozen, say the letters
of the Spectator, some of Milton's
prose, Burke's works. In poetry I
would say Cowier, Milton, Shakes-
peare and jerhaps Pope or Dryden,
and I will venture to say that we
would no longer hear the complaint
made on every side Qf the tedious
ness uf the English. Contrary to
what is experienced both by teacher
and pupil in English grammar, they
would alike share in the delight de
rived from the perusal of these mod-

els ; for they will no longer be deal-

ing with the dry bones of a skeleton,
but conversing with living men
possessed of souls resjwnsive to every
chord which vibrates In their own
breasts. The habit, too, and taste
acquired in the school-roo- m will not
be lost when the pupil emerges Into
active life, but will lead him to ex-

plore new fields and seek new
delights, and thus have with.in.
easy reach a splacp tq apothe and.
beguile many weary hour.
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Very respectfully,

Coulter, Bro. & Stratton.

Referring to the alnrve notice it will lie
seen that 11. F. Coulter & l!ro. havedissolved
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the business to Messrs. Coulter, Kro. &
Stratton, and in retiring bi'g to express my
unfeigned gratitude to all who have pat-
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The ISM Annual Session ot this nourishing
institution will begin

MONDAY, SEPT, 3d,

Jwith experienced teachers in every depar
i, ,..i,t . in. t. fnl for l he lilM'ial iat routine of
I he past session, we ask a contintianee of
Ibesame. We arc building up a school In
your midst whose revelation or inorout;n
work mill asn tiuishiiiK school of high 8T:u!p
is drawing pupils from alar. We ask every
friend of the Academy to help us. For
catalogues call nt the business houses of the
eilv or on the President,
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July 21, lS77-- tf
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Thankful for the liberal patronage here-U.to-re

eit. nil.il, besi'ak a continuance of
the same. For further inrtlcuiars, auuress,
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ADMlMSTKATRli NOTICE.

Having ipialificd as Asministratrix of Pr.
W. A. ilaynes, deceas"l, all iersons

U suid estate are' notified to make
lmmeliule wit lenient, and all having
claims against the estulc will presi-n- t tliem,
duly aullientieaie.1, uithin (lie tjme

by law, or they will lie forever
barred. RETT IK A. HAYNKH.

August 11, IsTT-l- Administratrix.
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